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“The Northwest Boychoir & Vocalpoint! Seattle 
has proudly made its home at the 

University Heights Center for the last 17 years. 
We love the UHeights sta� because they are 
welcoming and supportive of our programs 
and our families. The recent upgrades and 
planned improvements to the building have 

strengthened the overall community and have 
allowed us to make UHeights our permanent 

home.”

A PLACE FOR ALL
“UHeights is 
special to me 
because it is a 

good place with 
a sense of 

community and 
belonging.”

“UHeights’ generosity in 
opening its doors to us has 
been a game-changer for 

Parley. We are blown away by 
the kindness and material 

support we have received. We 
look forward to many, many 
more collaborations with its 

vibrant team.”

MARIA JOHNSON, 
NORTHWEST BOYCHOIR & VOCALPOINT! SEATTLE

REBECCA TOURINO COLLINSWORTH,
PARLEY PRODUCTIONS,

UHEIGHTS THEATRE ALLIANCE 

ALEX LUBBERS, 
ACADEMY FOR

 PRECISION LEARNING 
STUDENT

Dear Friends of UHeights,

Right around the time that UHeights was built in 1902, William Blake famously 
said, “The great use of life is to spend it for something that outlasts it.” Originally 
a beloved elementary school, since 1989 we have been a vibrant community 
center addressing the needs of our community.  We purchased the building in 
2009 and have since invested nearly $4 million in capital improvements, 
including a seismic retrofit, new park and playground, and most recently a large 
project to keep water out of our building by repairing our iconic roofline.  

Although the preservation of the building is critical to our mission, it’s what
happens inside that is most important. UHeights makes it possible for critical 
community services to have a home in Seattle, where the cost of rent is
outpacing their fundraising.  

We are home to 13 resident organizations, including schools, afterschool 
programs, homeless advocacy and conservation groups, and more. At 50-70% 
below Seattle’s average market rental rate, UHeights’ a�ordable space is critical 
to the survival of so many programs and events that are integral to the social 
fabric of our community.  

In 2018, UHeights is proud to have launched the UHeights Theatre Alliance and 
Art Hub, both of which celebrate Seattle’s local artists using a “pay-what-you- 
can” model that allows ALL to participate. In addition, we have continued 
important services like the Youth Employment Program, while looking for ways to 
expand our programming to meet the ever-growing and changing needs of our 
community.

The preservation of the historic University Heights Center is a labor of love, but 
the building and our programs are built to last. It is through your support that we 
will keep UHeights standing for another 120 years!

MAUREEN EWING
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

BETH MOUNTSIER
BOARD CO-CHAIR

Beth Mountsier
SUSAN SAMUELSON
BOARD CO-CHAIR

Susan Samuelson



A PLACE FOR YOU
“I've been coming to the 

Thursday-at-10 gatherings 
for more than a year and I 

really look forward to 
attending each week. The 
people who come to these 
Thursday sessions are so 
generous with sharing that 
one cannot help but feel 

comfortable and welcome.”

"The UHeights sta� and 
community are awesome! As an 

artist, it has been particularly 
gratifying to contribute to the 
UHeights Artist Collective and 
help create and grow the Art 

Hub.  Bottom line--UHeights is a 
fantastic organization, and I feel 

blessed to be a part of it!"

“It has been a pleasure working with 
UHeights for so many years. The 

atmosphere in the building is 
steeped in history, and the diversity 

of age, ethnicity, and the classes 
UHeights o�ers is refreshing.  I have 
been renting rooms since 2003 and 
expect to continue for many more 

years.”

UHeights promotes lifelong learning, 
creativity, culture, community activism, and 
the preservation of our historic building.

Built as an elementary school in 1902 in 
response to the burgeoning University of 
Washington population, University Heights 
Center was the first school for thousands of 
neighboring children for 87 years. In 1989, 
due to declining enrollment, the school 
shuttered its doors. It was reborn again as a 
community center—University Heights 
Center— in 1990, when the community 
came together to save the building from 
demolition.

Now on the National Registry of Historic 
Places as well as a City of Seattle Historic 
Landmark building, University Heights 
Center continues to serve Seattle through a 
wide variety of classes, workshops and 
programs. From gardening to shopping at 
Seattle’s largest farmers market, University 
Heights Center has something for 
everyone.

JOELLA WEYBRIGHT,
COMMUNITY MEMBER

MISSION

HISTORY

ELISE TISSOT STOREY, 
UHEIGHTS ARTIST COLLECTIVE MEMBER

CHERYL MAREK,
 HELP TRAINING



PROGRAMMING
UHeights serves as a gathering, entertainment, and learning

space for residents of the U District and Greater Seattle area.
Our varied programming reflects the myriad interests of the

people who make our historic building their home, including:
cinephiles, knitters, memoir writers, “kindie” rockstars, opera

singers, Zumba dancers, and more! We also work hard to
curate quality performances and proudly paid a

variety of local artists, who performed for over
 5,000 total audience members. 

ART HUB Every third Friday evening as part of the larger U District Art Walk. Notable
 participating organizations include YouthCare, Paws with Cause, and Vibrant
 Pallette Arts Center.

 HOMELESS YOUTH INTERN PROGRAM UHeights regularly hosts homeless youth
 on our sta� to build work skills toward sustainable future employment.

IMPROV NIGHT  Improv teams face o� in this collaboration with Jet 
 City Improv the first Saturday of every month.

LEGAL WORKSHOPS Free workshops featuring topics related
 to immigration, small businesses, and more.

THEATER THURSDAYS & CINEMA ECLECTICA Two movie
 nights, sponsored by Scarecrow Video, that
 feature o�-the-beaten-path cinema.

.THURSDAYS @ 10 Regular programs including
 a discussion group, book club, stitchery, 
 and memoir writing group.

SECOND SATURDAYS  Kid- and family-
 friendly programming every
 month featuring music, magic,
 and acrobatics.

2018 SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 Concerts throughout
 the summer coinciding
  with U District
  Farmers Market.



PRESERVATION

To ensure this building remains a resource for generations to come, we have 
invested nearly $4 million in capital improvements since the State of Washington, 
King County and City of Seattle purchased the historic landmark on our behalf in 
2009. Most recently, with the generous support of our community, we 
completed a $1.3 million project to preserve the building’s roofline, and to 
inhibit water infiltration into the building. UHeights’ roofline – indicative of 
the Mission Revival style that was celebrated at the turn of the century –  
is its most distinctive architectural feature and is critical to preserving 
the building’s historic façade and character.  

We could not have accomplished this monumental feat without 
the help of the Washington State Historical Society’s
Heritage Capital Fund, M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust, City 
of Seattle O�ce of Arts & Culture, Norcli�e Foundation, 
4Culture, Norman Archibald Charitable Foundation, 
Joshua Green Foundation, U District Rotary, and 
Pat Weber.  Special thanks to the hundreds of 
community members who donated to help 
make this project possible!

We have also completed an in-depth 
building-wide Condition Assessment 
that will guide our preservation 
e�orts for the next ten years and 
beyond.  Many thanks to 
Richaven Architecture & 
Preservation, the National 
Trust for Historic 
Preservation, and 
4Culture for 
making this 
possible!   

The preservation of the University Heights Center building 
is critical to continuing our rich tradition of serving as a 
community hub, while activating a historic site. UHeights is 
a link to our city’s early past; constructed in 1902, it is one 
of the most significant and beautiful historic structures in 
Northeast Seattle. We are also a bridge to the future, 
providing space for educating students of all ages and 
abilities and for residents of the burgeoning U District
to gather, share experiences, and build connection.

2018 SUMMER MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 Concerts throughout
 the summer coinciding
  with U District
  Farmers Market.



RESIDENT ORGANIZATIONS
ACADEMY FOR PRECISION LEARNING BROADWAY BOUND CHILDREN’S THEATRE DEFENSIVE DRIVING SCHOOL 

FORTERRA: WA CONSERVATION CORPS  NEIGHBORHOOD FARMER’S MARKET ALLIANCE
NORTHWEST BOYCHOIRS & VOCALPOINT!SEATTLE OTB SOLUTIONS

SEATTLE DISPLACEMENT COALITION  SEATTLE KI SOCIETY
THREE DRAGONS ACADEMY UNIVERSITY DISTRICT

CHILDREN’S CENTER UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
P-PATCH YUGAKUSHA

 SCHOOL

UHeights is proud to be home to thirteen 
resident organizations that serve the 

Greater Seattle Area through education, 
arts & culture, and community activism. 

UHeights’ commitment to providing 
space at 50-70% below Seattle’s market 
rate allows these organizations to thrive 
in the U District, where they may not be 

able to a�ord rent otherwise. Each
 organization’s unique approach to public 

interest has shaped UHeights into a 
diverse and energetic shared space. 

ACADEMY FOR PRECISION LEARNING 
 A K-12 school serving both typically-

developing children and children on the autism 
spectrum that uses innovative

 instructional methods to ensure progress 
for each student.

BROADWAY BOUND CHILDREN’S THEATRE 
Children of all skill levels and backgrounds are 
challenged to develop their mental, physical, 

emotional, social, and creative potential through 
the joy and discipline of live theatre.

RESIDENT ORGANIZATION HIGHLIGHT



UHEIGHTS IS A COMMUNITY ANCHOR AND BRIDGE-BUILDER!
  

In 2018, UHeights partnered with over 175 community groups to host 1,543 multicultural, educational, & 
arts classes and events.  At UHeights in 2018, you could dance the Tango, learn ballroom dance, or don a 

kilt and kick your heels up with the Royal Scottish Country Dancers. You could center yourself through 
Qigung, meditation and Japanese Yoga classes.  And then wind back up again to experience UHeights 

by Night with theatre & live music.

Our partnerships were as diverse as our city. From Fremont Abbey Arts to the Tabla Institute, from Seattle 
Modern Opera Company to Patsy Cline cover bands, we hosted a wide variety of live music. We also 
celebrated Seattle’s cultural richness by hosting groups such as the Nepalese Society, CeAtl Tonali, 

Gansango, Tudo Beleza and more. 

We continued our important work with Sanctuary Arts Center, Roots, and YouthCare to employ youth who 
are homeless on our sta�, in addition to hosting critical programs such as U District

 Street Medicine.  We also launched a new collaboration with the 
King County Law Library to host free

legal workshops.

COMMUNITY & PARTNERSHIPS 

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
In 2018, UHeights was honored to work

with many organizations to fulfill our 
complementary community missions!

U District Street Medicine
U District Partnership
U District YMCA
UHeights Artist Collective
UHeights Theatre Alliance
YouthCare
 and many more!

Fremont Abbey Arts
Jet City Improv
King County Law Library
Neighborhood Farmers 
 Market Alliance
Roots Young Adult Shelter
Sanctuary Arts Center
Scarecrow Video

PorkPork  Filled
p r o d u c t i o n s
Asian  American  Thea tr e

We also forged new partnerships 
with 15 local theatre production

companies to form the:
 UHEIGHTS THEATRE ALLIANCE!



 
Multicultural,

educational and 
arts classes were
held at UHeights

Children received 
full-ride or other

tuition assistance to 
attend school or 

afterschool 
programs

  Scholarships
awarded to

 children attending
 school programming 

Children attended
school or arts
programming

Children who 
attended school at

UHeights have 
learning challenges

Community
 groups

used our space

Annual visits 
to UHeights

In free space 
donated to civic,
community, and 

arts groups

1,543

$817,411
243,147

$675,646

115

536

2,290175

UHEIGHTS
BY THE 

NUMBERS

UHEIGHTS
BY THE 

NUMBERS



INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS
We thank our partners for the work that they do and

their commitment to investing in the community.  

WASHINGTON STATE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY *
M.J. MURDOCK CHARITABLE TRUST
4CULTURE
SEATTLE OFFICE OF ARTS & 
CULTURE
NORCLIFFE FOUNDATION
NORMAN ARCHIBALD CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION
BIG TIME BREWERY & ALEHOUSE

JOSHUA GREEN FOUNDATION
THE LUCKY SEVEN FOUNDATION
NESHOLM FAMILY FOUNDATION
RICHAVEN ARCHITECTURE & 
PRESERVATION
U DISTRICT ROTARY 
UNIVERSITY VW AUDI
WELLS FARGO
WSECU
 

*The State of Washington is a source and the Washington State 
Historical Society is an administrator of these funds.

FINANCES
Statement of Financial Position

as of December 31, 2018

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

SUPPORT & REVENUE

EXPENSES

Statement of Activities
as of December 31, 2018

ASSETS

Total Liabilities

Cash
Other Assets 
Property and Equipment 
Total Assets 

Rent Revenue
Contributions & Grants
In-Kind Contributions 
Program & Other
Net Assets Released 
     from Restriction
Total Support & Revenue

Program Expense
Management & General
Fundraising
Total Expenses

$730,443
$399,772
$18,711
$14,637

$8,750
$1,172,313

$402,344
$117,588
$7,971,484
$8,491,416

$175,658

$807,325
$76,710
$71,563
$955,598

62%
34%
2%
1%

1%
100%

85%
8%
7%

100%

Violette Abawi
Mary Anne Aiello
Max Alin
Dema Alkhalil
Zain Al-Khalil
Katharine Angell
Steph Anie
Vidhyashankar 
     Balasubramaniyan
Kate Barr
Elizabeth L. Ruch   
     Benko
Amanda Benson
Misha Berson
Toni Beymer
Olena Billingsley
Rosemary Blakemore
Joel Brewer
Vavi Brinkley
Aaron Brown
Gail Bullat
Lizzy Castruccio
Chern Yin Cheah
Candida Crane
Mark Crawford
Julia Crutcher
Rinako Dail
Cindy Davies
Kathleen Day
Emma Decarreau
Paul Deros
Pranati Desiraju
Emily Ditty
Gillian Ennis
Anna Ewing
Della Ewing
Gordon Ewing
Malcolm Ewing
Maureen Ewing
Thomas Ewing
Justin Fenton
Amy Ferguson &
     Phoenix Smith
Melissa Filion
Matthew Fox
Liv Froehlich
Elizabeth Garfield
Michael Garvais
Logan Goheen
Joe Gruber
Jennifer Hagenow
Maxine Hansen
Emily Harris
Shelly Haverkamp
Kim Henwood
Kathy Hightower
Aaron Hoard
Matt Hoehnen
Trish Honig
Joan & John Horn
Lois Horn
Louis Horn

William Horn
Brian Huey
Jane Huntington
Bernita Jackson
Tim Jaureguy
Ti�any Jay
Heather Jessup
Larry Johnson
Marcus Johnson
Maria Johnson
Sireesha Kadambari
Dale Kennedy
Cheryl Kerfeld
Bob Klein
Ed Knappe
Addison Kramlich
Savita Krishnamoorthy
Jeanne S. Laferla
Kent Lake
Kay Landis
Tom Langehaug
William Larrimore
Kirk & Nonnie Laughlin
Hannah Lemberg
Debbie Libbing
Gail Libbing
Alison Moors Lipshin
Alex Mabery
Theresa Manix
Aaron Marburg
Stephanie Markham
Ruth McConnell Benson
John Mcguire
Aaron McKean
James McNamara
Nancy Meenen
Roz Ulin Mellen
Jenna Merritt-Saldana
Catherine Montrose
James Morriss
Beth Mountsier
Brian Murphy
Patrick Murphy
Haruyo Nakashima
Igor Nozdrin
Brigid Nulty
Nikole O'Bryan
Gaurav Pai
Bellamy Pailthorp
James P. Patton
James Peacey
Greg Pembeyan
Marie Phillip
Molly Polk
Kseniya Polukhina
Kian Pornour
Mary Purdy
Carol Quaife
Barbara Quinn
Sandra Rankins
Amanda Reed
John D. Resch

Brian Rich
M. Gayle Richardson
Rudolph & 
     Linda Risler
Laura M. Robinson
Meriel Romero
Licia Rossetti
Chris Rowland
Isaac Rubio
Venetia Runnion
Vicki Sakata
Susan Samuelson
Paul Schiavo
Darlene Scott
Hailey & 
     Jeremy Shaw
Amy Shelton
Sarah Simon
Lucy Sloman
Julie Sloop
Amy Sloper
Wes Snowden
Scott Soules
Ben Starsky &
    Alie Ibarra
John Stewart
Bob Stocco
Shirin Subhani
Elizabeth Sweet
Annette Taborn
Amanda Taylor
Kelly Thompson
Lynn Throssell
Linda Townsend
     West
Anne M. Turner
Jill Vasiliki Horrell
Egils K. Virsnieks
Jessica Wagoner
Roger Wagoner
Patricia S. Weber
Jessica Wexler
JoElla Weybright
Mason Wiley &
     Jessi Libbing
Susan Ann Williams
Douglas K. Wills, Jr.
Ron Wurzer
Tom Youderian
Inu Young
Verona Young
Anonymous (25)

2018 HONOR ROLL
Thank you so much to the members 

of our community who generously
supported UHeights in 2018!

$8,315,758Total Net Assets 

We strive to keep our donor listing accurate and up-to-date. If you 
have any questions or would like to update your listing, please call 

206-556-2495. 

$8,491,416Total Liabilites & Net Assets 



Maureen Ewing – Executive Director
Mason Wiley – Associate Director
Jaron Bernstein – Director of 
                     Advancement
Olena Billingsley – Operations Manager

STAFF

BOARD Beth Mountsier – Co-Chair
Susan Samuelson – Co-Chair
Emma Decarreau – Treasurer
Joan Horn – Secretary
Dema Alkhalil – Member
Rick McLaughlin – Member

Shirin Subhani – Outreach & Program
                   Coordinator
Aaron Brown – Facilities Manager
Addison Kramlich – Facilities Technician
Vincent Delli Paoli – Facilities
                         Technician

Brigid Nulty – Member
Brian Rich – Member
Ben Starsky – Member
Roger Wagoner – Member
Patricia Weber – Member
Logan Goheen – Board Fellow



5031 UNIVERSITY WAY NE, SEATTLE WA 98105
 WWW.UHEIGHTSCENTER.ORG // 206-527-4278




